
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEDIA RELEASE 
 

November 15, 2012 
 

Holiday Traffic Safety & Crime Prevention Initiatives 

 

 
 
With Thanksgiving quickly approaching, the crisp nip in the air and “Black Friday” shopping right 
around the corner, the holiday season excitement begins.  The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office, 
in cooperation with the Maryland State Police - Leonardtown Barrack, will be conducting Holiday 
Safety and Crime Prevention initiatives beginning Thanksgiving Day and continuing through the 
New Year.  
 
Local law enforcement has prevention initiatives in place to promote safe travel and deter criminal 
activities such as robberies, shoplifting and thefts from motor vehicles.  We are increasing 
uniformed and plainclothes foot patrols in shopping centers and utilizing marked, unmarked and 
covert police vehicles to keep holiday shopping a safe experience for everyone.  Sobriety 
checkpoints are a possibility and both organizations will conduct drunk and aggressive driving 
saturation patrols during the week and on weekends. 
 
Our goal is for everyone to have a safe and happy holiday season.  Local retailers will experience 
an increase in purchasers wishing to start their holiday shopping early and take advantage of the 
many sales.  Lines at store registers are expected to be longer then normal.  We are emphasizing 
patience and cooperation.   
 
Motor vehicle traffic will increase and shopping center parking lots will be full.  We encourage all 
motorists to adopt a traffic safety philosophy.  Motorists should plan ahead, allow for longer travel 
times, reduce speed, be mindful of pedestrians, use only hands-free cell phones, and reporting 
aggressive and/or impaired driving. 
 



Sheriff Timothy K. Cameron and Lt. Michael Thompson of the Maryland State Police encourage 
citizens to use the following precautions in securing their vehicles to prevent thefts: 
 
1. Lock your vehicle and make sure windows are completely up and secured 
2. Lock passenger compartments of your vehicle including the glove box and center 

console. 
3. Never leave packages or valuable items in plain view.  Remove them from the vehicle or 

secure them in the trunk. 
4. When shopping, avoid carrying large sums of cash, bring only what is needed such as a 

driver’s license and a credit card; carry those items in your pocket.    
5. Know your surroundings, park in well-lit areas and report suspicious activity. 
6. Shop with a friend and if you feel concerned for your safety ask a store employee, store 

security or law enforcement officer to escort your to your vehicle. 
 
By working cooperatively, everyone can be assured a joyous holiday season - Happy Holidays! 
 


